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DEBORAH COOK SAYLES 



Deborah Cook Sayles was born in Pawtucket, November 
26, 1 84 1. She was the daughter of Robert and Deborah 
Cook Wilcox. She married Frederic Clark Sayles, October 
16, 1 86 1. Their children are Caroline Minerva, the wife of 
Frederick William HoUs, of New York, Frederic Clark, Jr., 
Robert Wilcox, Deborah Wilcox, and Benjamin Paris, the 
latter dying in infancy. She died November 25, 1895. To 
perpetuate htr name and the memory of her abiding interest 
in everything that concerned the welfare of her native place, 
her husband has erected the building described in this 
volume. 



FREDERIC CLARK SAYLES 



Frederic Clark Sayles was born in Pawtucket, July 1 7, 
1835, and died January 5, 1903, soon after the library was 
dedicated and presented to the city. 
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THE PAWTUCKET LIBRARY 



The free public library in Pawtucket is the child of 
the Pawtucket Library Association, which was organ- 
ized in 1852. In January of that year a committee, 
appointed at a meeting of the Pawtucket Debating 
Club, where the proposal to establish a local library 
first took definite form, secured a charter from the 
state legislature. This was accepted at a meeting of 
the corporators named in the charter and of others 
who had subscribed to the stock of the new institu- 
tion, on February 3, 1852. The organization was 
completed by the election of the following officers : 

President, Thomas K. King ; vice-president, Jesse S. 
Thornton ; secretary, Claudius B. Farnsworth ; treas- 
urer, James O. Starkweather ; trustees, Jesse S. Tour- 
tellot, Sylvanus Clapp, Cyrus Benson, Jr., John H. 
Willard and Alexander Meggett. 

More than a thousand dollars was secured from the 
sale of some two hundred shares of stock to nearly 
that number of individual shareholders. With this 
money a start was made by purchasing the excellent 
library of the local Lodge of Freemasons, a large 
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number of the members of the lodge assisting in the 
movement by buying stock in the new Library Asso- 
ciation. Arrangements were also made with the Cen- 
tral Falls Library Association by which its books were 
sold to the new library. Many gifts of books were 
received, the most important being more than a hun- 
dred volumes from the Rev. George Taft. The com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. King, Farnsworth and 
Benson, who had these matters directly in charge, 
were able to report on April 6, 1852, that they had 
secured over twelve hundred volumes. Rooms were 
leased in the John B. Read block, in which the library 
was promptly installed and opened to the use of the 
Association. 

Francis Shepherd was the first librarian, and the 
others to succeed him were A. Meggett, R. H. Glad- 
ding, J. Mclntire, Ellen H. Wecden, H. H. Richard- 
son, Jennie Horswell, Ella Lcwin, Annie T. Greene, 
Anna Pratt and Mrs. Minerva A. Sanders, who took the 
position some three months before it was turned over to 
the town of Pawtuckct as a public library. During the 
twenty-four years the library was a private institution 
there were collected 4,700 volumes of the standard 
books of the time. Many contributions of books that 
could not be purchased, owing to their cost, were pre- 
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sented by some of the best citizens of the town. Rev. 
C. C. Blodgett gave a large donation of books, and 
also Hon. Charles Sumner, Daniel Wilkinson, Jesse S. 
TourtcUot, Hon. Thomas Davis and D. D. Sweet. 

The rapid growth of the town and the increased 
demands upon the library made it evident that the 
needs of the community could not long be met 
by a private association of stockholders. Satisfactory 
arrangements were made, and in April, 1876, the 
library was accepted by the town council of Paw- 
tucket. The trustees selected were Hon. William F. 
Sayles, William R. Sayles, Judge Pardon E. Tilling- 
hast, Darius L. GofF, James Davis and George W. 
Fuller. Gen. Olney Arnold and Rev. George Bullen 
were members ex officio. 

Gideon Spencer, one of the foremost business men 
of the town, offered the free use of a room in the 
Spencer block for five years. The offisr was accepted 
and the thanks of the town council were extended to 
Mr. Spencer for his liberal spirit in the interest of the 
public. The library had been open but a short time 
when it was found necessary to engage a room adjoining 
the one given gratis, which was made a reading-room. 
The object was to open the library to children under 
fourteen years of age who had previous to that time 
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been barred from all the libraries in the country. At first 
the library was open from 3 until 9 p. m., but gradu- 
ally the hours were extended until now the doors are 
open at i o o'clock in the morning and remain so until 
9 o'clock in the evening. After the expiration of the 
five-year free use of the room, the trustees renewed the 
lease for five years more. In January, 1888, the li- 
brary was moved to the Sheldon building, where it 
remained until it was transferred to its present building. 
The library has grown steadily and owned nearly 
twenty-two thousand volumes when it entered its new 
home. 

The Pawtucket Free Public Library is known all 
over the country as one of the most successful institu- 
tions of its kind. Especially is it known for its pro- 
gressive spirit. It was the originator of the open- 
shelf system of keeping books which is now being 
adopted generally throughout the country. It was the 
first to abolish the age limit of children, so that now 
any child is welcome. It was also one of the first to 
open a Sunday reading-room, which is greatly appre- 
ciated by many of the citizens who have but that day 
to read and rest. The administration has always been 
accepted as the best. Mrs. Minerva A. Sanders, who 
has been librarian since the inception of the public li- 
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brary, has proven an efficient and concientious worker. 
Her love for children and her affable nature have made 
the library a welcome place for all who wish to enter 
and enjoy its privileges. 

The friends of the library had for several years real- 
ized that it had not only outgrown the quarters in a 
business block, but that it had come to occupy a place 
in the life of the city which urgently demanded that 
the library should have a permanent building erected so 
as to enable it to meet the multifarious demands upon«it 
most effisctively. The cost of such a building seemed 
beyond the public resources of the city, however, and 
the trustees of the library were in much perplexity as 
to how they were to continue the work under existing 
conditions. Their anxiety was set at rest by the pres- 
entation, at a meeting of the city council on June 8, 
1898, of a letter from the Hon. Frederic Clark Sayles, 
offering to give a lot of land on Summer street, for- 
merly owned by the Hon. Lewis Fairbr other, called 
the homestead estate, and to erect thereon a building 
to be used as a free public library. This offer was 
promptly accepted, and in joint convention the city 
government resolved, upon motion of Alderman S. 
Willard Thayer, that : 
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WhereaSy The Hon. Frederic Clark Sayles has this day ex- 
pressed his intention of presenting to the city of Pawtucket a 
tract of land on the northerly side of Summer street, known 
as the Fairbrother estate, and has further declared his inten- 
tion of erecting thereon a suitable building to be used as a free 
public library for said citizens, the whole to constitute a trib- 
ute to the memory of Deborah Cook Sayles, therefore 

Resolved^ That this city council, for itself and in behalf of 
the citizens of our own city and in the name of future genera- 
tions, expresses its profound gratitude for this manifestation of 

public spirit on the part of the donor. 

. 

Resolved^ That the government pledges itself to further and 
promote so far as it can consistently under existing laws the 
purposes and objects which said gift is designed to secure. 

After the acceptance of the offer by the city 
council, Mr. Sayles sought the assistance of Mr. 
Frank F. Tingley of Providence, to whom he gave 
the general charge of the proposed building. He 
called into consultation Mr. William E. Foster, 
librarian of the Providence Public Library, Presi- 
dent Charles C. Soule of the Brookline, Mass., 
Public Library, and Mrs. Minerva A. Sanders, libra- 
rian of the Pawtucket Free Public Library. After a 
careful consideration of all the factors involved, Mr. 
Tingley submitted to Mr. Sayles a proposition for an 
" open-shelf'* library building, with space for approxi- 
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mately 50,000 to 75,000 volumes. The result of the 
study was promptly accepted by Mr. Sayles, who 
made a visit to Europe for the purpose of studying 
the architecture of public libraries in the several for- 
eign countries, empowering Mr. Tingley to proceed 
with the execution of the plan discussed. Mr. Tingley 
invited twenty-four architects, thirteen of the Rhode 
Island Chapter, all known for their aptitude for the 
work desired, to participate in the competition. 

After careful study of the designs submitted, the 
plans of Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson of Boston were de- 
cided upon, and they were employed as the architects 
for the building. The corner-stone was laid, with ap- 
propriate exercises, on Saturday, November 18, 1899, 
and the building was opened and formally dedicated to 
the free use of the people of Pawtucket on Wednes- 
day, October 15, 1902. 
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EXERCISES 



AT THE 



LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE 



NOVEMBER i8, 1899 
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READING OF SCRIPTURES 



By the Rev. Edward C. Moore 



Pastor of the Central Congregational Churchy Providence, R. I. 



ProTerbt viii. 



For wisdom is better than rubies ; and all the things that 
may be desired are not to be compared to it. 

I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of 
witty inventions. 

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil ; pride, and arrogancy, 
and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 

Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom ; I am understanding ; 
I have strength. 

By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 

By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the 
earth. 

I love them that love me ; and those that seek me early 
shall find me. 

Riches and honour are with me ; yea, durable riches and 
righteousness. 

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold ; and thy 
revenue than choice silver. 

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths 
of judgment ; 

That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance ; 
and I will fill their treasures. 
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The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before 
his works of old. 

I was sfet up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever 
the earth was. 

When there were no depths, I was brought forth ; when 
there were no fountains abounding with water. 

Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I 
brought forth : 

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor 
the highest part of the dust of the world. 

When he prepared the heavens, I was there : when he set 
a compass upon the face of the depth : 

When he established the clouds above : when he strength- 
ened the fountains of the deep : 

When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should 
not pass his commandment : when he appointed the founda- 
tions of the earth : 

Then I was by him, as one brought up with him : and I 
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him ; 

Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth ; and my de- 
lights were with the sons of men. 

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children : for blessed 
are they that keep my ways. 

Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my 
gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. 

For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour 
of the Lord. 

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul : all 
they that hate me love death. 
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ADDRESS 

By the Rev, Mr. Moore 



Mr. Chairman^ Ladies and Gentlemen : 

. There is no fitness in my speaking to you here 
this afternoon, except, perhaps, to say one thing. I 
desire to voice the feeling, which I think others share 
with me, of the appropriateness of this particular me- 
morial to her whom it commemorates. I was a wit- 
ness in my measure, as were you in yours, of the 
singular happiness of Mrs. Sayles' home life, and of 
the happiness which she brought to others. Beside 
this, I knew her from one other side, namely, as a 
member of the Central Church. The Church knows 
not what it exists for unless it be to foster in men and 
women the spirit of purity and truth for themselves, 
and the spirit of love and usefulness toward others. 
Mrs. Sayles was certainly one of those who stood for 
these two things in your community and ours. In the 
doing of these things two traits of her character im- 
pressed themselves upon me. There was, firstly, the 
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eminent practicalness of her nature ; and then, in the 
second place, there was the mingling of intelligence 
with that practical quality. These two traits were in 
her, as they have been in others, chief elements of her 
efficiency and usefulness. 

Now what could be more appropriate than that there 
should stand in this community an institution, whose 
very existence testifies to the recognition, at last, in the 
history of the world, of the fact that intelligence is the 
most practical of all things. The understanding what 
you are going to do is the first requisite to the being 
able in the least degree to do it. And the spread of 
intelligence among men and women and children of 
every grade of society, the opening of the opportunity 
for cultivation to every human being, is, after the com- 
fort of the faith in God, the greatest benefaction which 
could possibly be conferred upon men. 

To this ideal, to this perennial task, you lay this day 
the corner-stone of this building, in memory of one 
who in her own womanly unconsciousness embodied 
pre-eminently the traits of which I speak. 
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INVOCATION 

By the Rev. Mr. Moore 



Almighty and most Merciful God, Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, we render thanks, as we are 
gathered here this day, for all the benefits Thou hast 
bestowed. For light and knowledge and the spread of 
these among men ; for home-affection and all sacred 
memories which, through sorrow, may be thus trans- 
figured into generous impulse for the public good ; for 
all opportunities of service to our fellows ; and for 
Thy blessing richly vouchsafed in time past to such 
noble works as these ; for the life and influence of her 
whose name this library shall bear, we give Thee 
thanks. 

Bestow Thy most gracious benediction upon Thy 
servant and his family who seek, on this spot, to rear a 
lasting memorial of one whom they held dear. Com- 
fort them in their bereavement and crown this, their 
effort for the good of this community, with true and 
lasting success. Bless, we do pray Thee, the institu- 

(23) 



THE DEBORAH COOK SAYLES 

tion whose foundation is here laid in sacred memory 
and undying hope. Grant that it may be a source of 
light and power, an influence for truth and peace and 
every grace, to all men about us and to generations 
after us. Fulfill all the purposes which Thy servants 
and the citizens of this place cherish concerning it. 
Cause it to minister to the growth of men in knowl- 
edge of Thy truth, but above all in righteousness and 
holiness of life. This we ask through the grace of 
Jesus Christ Our Lord, to Whom be glory and honor 
forever. Amen. 
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READING OF THE LIST OF 

DEPOSITS 



A package belonging to the Hon. Frederic Clark 
Sayles, containing nine photographs of the various 
members of the family. 

An article from the Fall River Argus of June i, 
1843, ^^ ^^^ death of Mr. Thomas Wilcox, great- 
grandfather of Deborah Cook (Wilcox) Sayles. 

A memorial of Deborah Cook Sayles. 

The ancestral chart of Frederic Clark Sayles. 

A newspaper clipping of the old graves of John 
Sayles and Mary, his wife, daughter of Roger Wil- 
liams, taken from the Providence "Journal of June, 
1899. 

A description of the Sayles homestead. North Smith- 
field, first occupied in 1720 by Richard Sayles, grand- 
son of Roger Williams, and occupied by his descendants 
to the present date, November 18, 1899. 

A copy of the Paw tucket Evening Times of June 9, 
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READING OF THE LIST OF 

DEPOSITS 



A package belonging to the Hon. Frederic Clark 
Sayles, containing nine photographs of the various 
members of the family. 

An article from the Fall River Argus of June i, 
1843, ^^ ^^^ death of Mr. Thomas Wilcox, great- 
grandfather of Deborah Cook (Wilcox) Sayles. 

A memorial of Deborah Cook Sayles. 

The ancestral chart of Frederic Clark Sayles. 

A newspaper clipping of the old graves of John 
Sayles and Mary, his wife, daughter of Roger Wil- 
liams, taken from the Providence "Journal of June, 
1899. 

A description of the Sayles homestead. North Smith- 
field, first occupied in 1720 by Richard Sayles, grand- 
son of Roger Williams, and occupied by his descendants 
to the present date, November 18, 1899. 

A copy of the Pawtucket Evening Times of June 9, 
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1898, containing the offer of the gift of the library to 
\ the city of Pawtucket. 

^ A copy each of the latest issues of the papers pub- 

( lished in Pawtucket and Providence, before the corner- 

stone was laid, namely : 

The Pawtucket Gazette and Chronicle. 

The Pawtucket Evening Tribune. 

The Pawtucket Evening Times. 

The Providence Evening Bulletin. 

The Providence Evening Telegram. 

La Tribune de Pawtucket. 

One copy each of the annual reports of the Free 
Public Library of Pawtucket for 1891 and 1898. 

One copy of the tenth annual report of the Associ- 
ated Charities of Pawtucket, Central Falls and Valley 
Falls. 

One copy of the report of the Pawtucket Public 
Schools for 1898. 

One copy of the annual report of the city of Paw- 
tucket for 1898. 

One Pawtucket School Directory for 1899. 

One Pawtucket Tax Book for 1899. 

One copy of the Inaugural Address of Frederic C. 
Sayles, mayor of the city of Pawtucket, delivered Jan- 
uary 4, 1886. 
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One copy of the catalogue of the Pawtucket Li- 
brary, containing the charter, by-laws and an historical 
sketch of the institution, published in i860. 

One copy of the catalogue of the Pawtucket Free 
Public Library for 1882. 

One coin of each denomination from one cent to 
fifty cents inclusive of the issue of 1899. 

Plans of the Library. 

Engrossed Parchment. 

Order of Exercises at Corner-Stone. 

Instructions to Architects in Making Competition 
Drawings of Library. 
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LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE 

By the Hon. Frederic Clark Sayles 



(Spreading of the cement. ) 

To the glory of GOD and for the enlightenment of 
men^ in the name of Him who lighteth every soul 
coming into the world, we lay this foundation stone 

IN EVER-LIVING MEMORY 

OF 

DEBORAH COOK SAYLES 

that, in the building to be known as the Deborah 
Cook Sayles Public Library to stand hereon, the chil- 
dren of men may learn of all their Heavenly Father's 
truth, and love, and beauty, and become also wise unto 
salvation. 

I declare this, the Corner-Stone, to be well and 
truly laid. 

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and 
righteousness to the plummet. 

— Isaiah xxviii. 77. 



The ezerdies were continued at the First Baptist Church. 
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EXERCISES 

at the Church 



ADDRESS 

By the presiding officer, Hon. John F. Adams 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

We are met to-day to witness the laying of the 
corner-stone, and to assist in the observance of suitable 
exercises connected with a building to be set apart, 
when completed and dedicated, to the uses of the 
people of this city for a free public library forever. 

The present library, although located in somewhat 
circumscribed quarters, is doing a great and useful 
work, not only to the people of our city and the 
pupils of our schools, but to many strangers visiting 
our city, who avail themselves of its advantages, and 
also of the reading-room connected with it, and thereby 
improve the spare moments in informing themselves of 
the current news of the day, as well as learning the 
history that is now being so rapidly made among sev- 
eral of the leading nations of the world. The oppor- 
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tunities of our library will be very greatly i 
when the large and very convenient quarters of the 
new building are taken possession of. The continued 
growth of the city demands more room, more modern 
convenience, a much larger library and a permanent 
home. 

These demands are to be more fully met by the 
generous and noble gift of one of our distinguished 
citizens, who in the kindness of his heart, and in the 
fervent and constant love for his former noble and de- 
voted wife, has offered to build this building, and when 
completed present it to this city as a memorial to her. 
Such an act of devotion and of public spirit is quite 
unusual. Few have the means to perform such deeds, 
and some who have the means to benefit their fellow- 
men, to beautify and ennoble their city, neglect to accept 
such opportunities. This city fortunately possesses one 
who has accepted such an opportunity with pleasure, 
and whose thought and interest in the carrying out of 
his original plan seem to increase and accelerate as 
time advances. I believe that as the work progresses, 
and that beautiful, classical structure outlines itself 
more clearly, the pleasure and pride that he feels must 
be a full compensation for the care, labor and expense 
that he has been to in this undertaking. 
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The benefits that the city receives in accepting this 
gift are more than its cost. It will be an enduring 
architectural ornament. It will supply a needed want 
of the public. It will be an incentive to other benevo- 
lent, public-spirited and noble citizens of this city to 
imitate this example in some other of many charitable 
and humane ways that are now open of benefiting their 
fellow-citizens ; and it will inspire the rising genera- 
tion with generous and noble aims and a desire to 
benefit and improve the city, whose fostering care has 
protected them in their weakness, and also that their 
names may be handed down from generation to gener- 
ation as devoted husbands, distinguished citizens and 
public benefactors, as was exemplified in the life of the 
Hon. Frederic Clark Sayles of this city. 
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MUSIC 

Anthem. — " Lord God Almighty " ... Verdi 

Albion Male Quartette of Boston : 

Thomas E. Johnson G. H. Remele 
G. W. Want D. M. Babcock 



READING OF SCRIPTURES 

By the Rev. J. J. WooUey 

Pastor of the Park Place Congregational Church, Pawtucket» R. I. 



Proverbt xxxi. 



Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is far above 

rubies. 

The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that 
he shall have no need of spoil. 

She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her 
hands. 

She is like the merchants' ships : she bringeth her food 
from afar. 

She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her 
household, and a portion to her maidens. 
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She considereth a field, and buyeth it : with the fruit of her 
hands she planteth a vineyard. 

She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengthened! her 
arms. 

She perceiveth that her merchandise is good : her candle 
goeth not out by night. 

She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold 
the distaff. 

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor ; yea, she reacheth 
forth her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid of the snow for her household : for all her 
household are clothed in scarlet. 

She maketh herself coverings of tapestry ; her clothing is 
silk and purple. 

Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among 
the elders of the land. 

She maketh fine linen, and selleth it ; and delivereth girdles 
unto the merchant. 

Strength and honor are her clothing ; and she shall rejoice 
in time to come. 

She openeth her mouth with wisdom ; and in her tongue is 
the law of kindness. 

She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth 
not the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her husband 
also, and he praiseth her. 

Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest 
them all. 

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain : but a woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 

Give her of the fruit of her hands ; and let her own works 
praise her in the gates. 
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Wisdom of Solomon iiL 

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and 
there shall no torment touch them. 

In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die : and their 
departure is taken for misery. 

And their going from us to be utter destruction : but they 
are in peace. 

For though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is 
their hope full of immortality. 

And having been a little chastised, they shall be greatly re- 
warded : for God proved them, and found them worthy for 
himself. 

As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received 
them as a burnt offering. 

And in the time of their visitation they shall shine, and run 
to and fro like sparks among the stubble. 

They shall judge the nations and have dominion over the 
people, and their Lord shall reign for ever. 

They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth : 
and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him : for grace 
and mercy is to his saints, and he hath care for his elect 
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ADDRESS 

By the Hon. Frederick William Holls 



The ceremony for which we are assembled dates 
back to that period of human history, when the work 
of erecting a great public building was attended with 
delays and difficulties, which could not ordinarily be 
surmounted in the lifetime of a single generation. At 
that time, moreover, public buildings were so com- 
paratively few in number that it naturally became the 
rule to make them as collossal as possible in their pro- 
portions, and the vicissitudes of human life were such, 
that the founder of a monumental erection could only 
rarely hope to see more than a good beginning of his 
work. The custom thus arose of laying a corner-stone 
with great ceremony, and at the same time solemnly 
proclaiming to the world the plans and objects of those 
who laid the foundations upon which their descendants 
were probably to build. The completion of the work 
often occurred generations and centuries after the be- 
ginning — a good example being that most magnificent 
of cathedrals, at Cologne, of which the corner-stone 
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was laid in the year 1267, and which was not com- 
pleted until more than six hundred years later, in our 
own days. At the same time the ideas which moved 
the founders of that glorious pile to begin its construc- 
tion far back in the Middle Ages, were then fully de- 
veloped and solemnly set forth, and they were carried 
out to the letter, so that the completed cathedral 
to-day represents what the eyes of faith saw and 
hoped for in the thirteenth century. 

It is well that such customs are not allowed to lapse, 
even in our busy day of strenuous haste, when build- 
ings can be constructed in as many weeks as it formerly 
took years. It is altogether fitting, moreover, that 
when a building is to be the outward expressson of 
such lofty ideals as perfect conjugal and filial affection, 
and the loving memory of a sainted wife and mother, 
that its auspicious beginnings should be attended with 
a ceremony setting forth these ideals, in the kindly 
presence of this representative audience. 

Four years ago, lacking a week, there was, in the 
mysterious providence of God, taken from this com- 
munity, in the soul of Deborah Cook Sayles, a source 
of blessings — cherished, admired and loved by all who 
were privileged to know. This is not the time nor 
the occasion for words of eulogy — inadequate as the 
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highest eloquence would be. But it is a noble im- 
pulse of our common humanity to feel that however 
inadequate mere words must always be, to express on 
an occasion like this, the love, the sorrow or the pride 
of those most nearly affected, nevertheless there is an 
impulse to "bear witness," not for the sake of the de- 
parted, but for our own, and we feel that in so doing 
we satisfy a yearning which is as acute and honorable 
as it is sincere. In such " bearing of witness," actions 
speak much more powerfully than words, but their 
exact nature must vary with individual circumstances. 
The testimony of the humblest stricken sufferer, whose 
happiness has been lowered into the grave, may be 
fully as potent, even if it cannot be expressed other- 
wise than in that mellowing of character, that increase 
of sympathy for suffering humanity in every form, — that 
sweetening of our whole being, which ought to be and 
can be the priceless blessing encased in the bitter hull 
of sorrow. But it is surely a happy and glorious thing, 
when it is given to a generous and public-spirited citi- 
zen — a man with a just pride in the welfare of the 
community, which his own strength, industry and en- 
terprise has done so much to build up, and of which 
he was the first chosen chief magistrate, to establish 
forever by a wise benefaction a memory which needs 
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no reminder for this generation, but which the beau- 
tiful building rising before us will keep alive for cen- 
turies after we of the present age shall all have passed 
away. 

Nor could a more fitting form be found than a 
beautiful and attractive home and shelter for the best 
that has been said and written by the greatest minds of 
all the centuries, encased as it is in the world's best 
literature. The possession of a well-chosen collection 
of favorite books has long been recognized, and no- 
where more than in New England, as the most satisfy- 
ing of investments. For a commimity, a collection 
large enough to suit the varied tastes of its citizens 
means the possession of a reservoir of consolation, in- 
struction, sweetness and light, bearing within itself the 
germs of infinite benefits. It not only does not dis- 
courage, but it encourages the establishment of private 
collections, from which alone the full benefit of litera- 
ture can be absorbed. But it permits careful selection 
and concentration, by removing the temptation to buy 
ephemeral books, or such whose right to live is still 
doubtful. To give such a collection a home, — the 
very contemplation of which is a lesson in beauty, — to 
extend a warm and generous welcome to every seeker 
after knowledge, solace or amusement, where all may 
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learn and all may be comforted, is a most peculiarly 
fitting memorial, coming fi-om one of the great cap- 
tains of industry, of whom his city and state may well 
be proud, and doing honor to the memory of a woman 
who, while she was everything to her husband and 
family, filled a place in the community at large in its 
social and charitable work, which rightly caused her 
loss to be declared with one accord to be irreparable. 

Who can doubt that when future generations and 
perhaps even centuries have passed, many an humble 
seeker after light will come to this shrine, and, finding 
that which without this collection would probably 
have always been inaccessible to him, will bless the 
memory of her whose life made this memorial appro- 
priate. Hither will also come the sorrowing, the be- 
reaved, the unfortunate, to find that comfort in their 
sufl^ering which the thinking of great thoughts affords. 
It is not given to many to bring forth great thoughts 
from their own minds, but here they will find them, — 
religious or secular, philosophical and meditative, — and 
many such will no doubt bless the benefit which has 
been vouchsafed to them to derive from the sorrow of 
a grief-stricken husband and a desolate family. 

Therefore congratulations, rather than words of 
sorrow, are appropriate to-day — congratulations to 
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this beautiful and enterprising city upon the gift so 
worthily bestowed, according to St. Paul's injuction, 
generously, but ** with simplicity/' and congratulations 
also to the giver and to his family upon the noble im- 
pulse which prompted this benefaction, and upon the 
fact that it has been given to him and to them to found 
so fitting and imposing a memorial. 

In this spirit, therefore, we lay this corner-stone. 
May the building so auspiciously begun stand for ages 
a symbol of the beauty of holiness, of truth and of 
learning, and. of all that charity and love which cover- 
eth a multitude of sins and which thinketh no evil. 
May it forever present to all that pass by and to all that 
enter in, a beautiful appearance, a generous and kindly 
welcome and unbounded comfort and good cheer. In 
the measure that it shall do all this, will it fitly repre- 
sent and preserve the memory of the pure and lovely 
soul in whose undying honor it is erected. 
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ADDRESS 

By Col. Alonzo E. Pierce 

Pkeodent of the Botrd of Trustees of the Library 



The Pawtucket Free Public Library was instituted 
twenty-three years ago, and reckoning from the stand- 
point of human existence, it has just passed the period 
of its minority. In 1876 it contained about 5,000 vol- 
umes of well-selected books. Mrs. Sanders, so well 
known to all of us, was elected its first librarian ; then, 
as now, wisely giving close attention to the selection 
of books elevating in their influence upon the minds 
and hearts of patrons. Its growth, although not mar- 
velous, has been constant, and the shelves and tables of 
the library now contain more than 18,000 volumes, 
nearly all of which are standard works of a high order 
of merit. Great care is constantly being exercised by 
those associated in the management of its af&irs to 
prevent anything that is degrading in its influence 
from finding lodgment upon its shelves and tables. 
Large and valuable accessions of books in the reference 
department have brought it into close connection with 
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our public schools, a condition gready to be desired. 
This is evidenced by the large number of teachers and 
pupils present daily, all testifying to the helpfulness of 
this department, and also to the prompt and courteous 
assistance rendered by the librarian and her efficient 
corps of assistants. 

Its uplifting influence in the community cannot be 
fully estimated, and if this be true at the present time, 
environed by conditions and limitations that exist by 
reason of quarters unsuited to the highest accomplish- 
ment of good, what will be the full measure of its 
possibilities when it becomes located in the beautiful, 
commodious and costly building now being erected 
and constructed for its exclusive use by our esteemed 
and generous friend and fellow-citizen ? 

It has long been the aim of those whose duty it is 
to conserve the best interests of our library, to make it 
free indeed to all those who desire to take advantage 
of its privileges. The open-shelf system, now being 
adopted by very many of our large public libraries, had 
its origin here. Ours was the first public library to 
advocate open shelves and make them accessible to 
even the smallest child. This system was at first con- 
demned and declared an innovation that must not be 
tolerated, but our librarian, fully grounded in the faith 
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that it was a move in the right direction, advocated its 
adoption at every convenient opportunity, constantly 
winning converts, so that at the National Convention 
of Librarians at Atlanta, Ga., last May, this system 
was unanimously endorsed, with limitations. Refer- 
ring to the same subject the last issue of the Library 
"Journal says : ** On one subject there is no longer 
another side in America, although our English breth- 
ren are still divided into hostile camps, not unevenly 
balanced. Almost no one, apparently, is left in Amer- 
ica to oppose free access to shelves, the only question 
being the limitations within which that is possible. 
There is no doubt that free access, like the two-book 
system, and indeed most other features of library work, 
has been practiced to some extent in individual in- 
stances before being brought to general attention by 
those who may fairly be called pioneers in its develop- 
ment. While appreciating that fact, it is not unfair to 
emphasize as pioneer service the work of Mrs. Sanders, 
who at conference and in all places, in season, and per- 
haps some have thought out of season, has stood for 
the principle that the public should have access to the 
shelves in the popular library." 

The discipline of our library is enforced with dig- 
nity and courtesy. Rarely is it found necessary to re- 
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sort to other measures than a quiet word or a look in 
the maintenance of good order. This, perhaps, is no- 
table because of the fact that the book shelves, tables 
and reading desks are grouped in a single room ; never- 
theless complaints of annoyance are rare. In this 
respect we are convinced that it will compare favor- 
ably with any other well-appointed library, and what- 
ever measure of success has been attained in this or any 
other direction is due to perfect co-operation of the 
librarian and trustees, whose purpose it is, and we trust 
will ever be, to maintain that high standard of excel- 
lence which has made the Pawtucket Free Public Li- 
brary stand for all that is elevating and progressive. 
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ADDRESS 

By the Hon. John J. Kenyon 

Acting Mayor of Ptwtucket 



Mr. Chairman^ Ladies and Gentlemen : 

As the executive of this citv I desire to extend the 
thanks of the city to the donor of this beautiful memo- 
rial and to congratulate the citizens for having within 
their borders one so liberal and thoughtful. My most 
sincere wish is that the usefulness of the public library 
as a co-ordinate branch of our educational system may 
be increased through this munificent gift. May this 
building stand for centuries to come to perpetuate the 
memory of that noble woman, for whom it may truly 
be said that the world was better for her having lived 
therein. 
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ADDRESS 

By the Hon. Pardon E, Tillinghast 

Associate Justice, Rhode Island Supreme Court 



This day marks a new epoch in the history of our 
city. It marks the dawn of a brighter future in that 
which vitally affects, yea, even underlies the best good 
of the community, namely, the intelligence and virtue 
of the individual citizen. For only as these qualities 
are inculcated and promoted, are the safety and perpe- 
tuity of the state insured. The government under 
which we live is a government of the people. The 
people make the laws and the people execute them ; 
and the people make the morals and manners of soci- 
ety. In short, the people make the state. If they are 
intelligent, virtuous, educated, the government will be 
pure, progressive and healthful. ''Like people, like 
priest/' is a maxim no less true in civil than in reli- 
gious affairs. As water will not rise higher than its 
source, neither will the government rise higher than 
the people who make it. 
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This day also marks the beginning with us of a 
more ornate style of architecture in public buildings. 
By the princely munificence of one of our citizens, we 
are to have a building which would be a credit and an 
ornament to any city in the land ; a building whose 
very presence will be an educating force in the entire 
community. Moreover, it is to stand as a memorial to 
one in whom were gathered all the virtues and graces 
which go to make woman the very embodiment of 
fidelity, benevolence and love. And this is no fulsome 
praise. Her heart and hand were always actively en- 
gaged in promoting the various philanthropic and 
charitable enterprises of her city and state. She was 
altruistic to a degree which well nigh approached lit- 
eral self-sacrifice. Certainly, no fitter monument could 
have been erected to perpetuate the sterling character 
of Deborah Cook Sayles, the dignified, refined, ener- 
getic and womanly woman whom we all delighted to 
honor while living, and whose memory, now that she 
is dead, we gratefully cherish. In what better way 
can the virtues of our departed friends be illustrated 
and perpetuated than by some material contribution to 
the happiness of the living ? Monuments and statues 
are doubtless useful as furnishing expression to the re- 
spect and love which we cherish for our departed, but 
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the erection of memorial hospitals, nurseries for poor 
children, homes for the aged and infirm, churches and 
public libraries, furnish a far more enduring and useful 
method of commemorating the virtues of those who 
are not lost, but only gone before. 

I desire, most heartily, to congratulate my fellow- 
citizens, one and all, that we are shortly to 'have, on 
this sightly location in the centre of our thriving and 
progressive city, such a magnificent building, devoted 
to such noble purposes. We certainly have occasion 
to rejoice and be glad that, after these many years of 
waiting and hoping, the man has arisen whose heart is 
large enough, and whose means are ample enough, to 
give to our city the thing which we so much needed, 
a public library building. I believe it marks the be- 
ginning of better days for our goodly city, and that 
others of our wealthy citizens will ere long manifest a 
like public spirit. The location of the building is all 
that could be desired. It is central, and at the same 
time far enough removed from the principal thorough- 
fares to render it a reasonably quiet place for study and 
thought. With the continuation of Maple street to 
Summer, — an improvement which should be made at 
once, — it will be as accessible from all directions as 
could be desired. Its large size and proportions show 
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that its donor, with a wise foresight, did not intend to 
limit it to our present needs only, but so to construct 
it that it should be adequate to meet the wants of our 
rapidly growing city for generations to come. That 
our citizens with one accord are grateful to the donor 
for undertaking so much in their behalf, and, further- 
more, that they fully appreciate such generosity and 
public spirit, — two of the purest and loftiest of human 
motives, — I feel abundantly warranted in affirming. 
And I know that I voice the unanimous sentiment of 
my fellow-citizens when I say, with the utmost sin- 
cerity, that I thank our munificent benefactor for the 
great work which he has undertaken for us, for our 
children and for our posterity. May heaven's richest 
blessing be upon him and his family from henceforth 
forevermore. 

The public library has now come to be one of our 
national institutions, and to occupy an important place 
as' an educational force. It is deemed almost as essen- 
tial in every community as the school and the church. 
It is the great storehouse of all kinds of knowledge. 
Nearly every city in the land already has one or more, 
while the centres of population everywhere are either 
in the enjoyment of, or are coming to realize the ne- 
cessity for, a public library in their midst. In our own 
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small state there are now about fifty, containing in the 
aggregate upwards of 250,000 volumes, with about 
60,000 patrons. And it is estimated that at least 
eighty per cent, of our entire population are within 
easy reach of a library, and that when a few more 
shall have been established the state will be able to 
claim the distinction, which probably no other can 
claim, that free schools and free libraries have been 
placed within the reach of the entire population. 

To argue in favor of free libraries at the present day 
is like arguing in favor of sunshine or fresh air. Their 
great usefulness has been so conclusively demonstrated, 
and they have become so interwoven with our American 
civilization, that they need no recommendation among 
intelligent people. 

"Consider what you have," says Emerson, "in the 
smallest chosen library. A company of the wisest and 
wittiest men that could be picked out of all civil coun- 
tries in a thousand years, have set in best order the re- 
sults of learning and wisdom. The men themselves 
were hid and inaccessible, solitary, impatient of inter- 
ruption, fenced by etiquette, but the thought which 
they did not uncover to their bosom friend is here 
written out to us, the strangers of another age." And 
his friend Carlisle adds : " Of the things which man 
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can do or make here below, by far the most momen- 
tous, wonderful and worthy, are the things we call 
books." "In books," says the same author, "lies the 
soul of the whole Past Time; the articulate, audible 
voice of the Past, when the body and material sub- 
stance of it has altogether vanished like a dream." 

By means of books we practically become acquainted 
with, and enter into the society of, the authors them- 
selves. We imbibe their spirit, we enter into their 
plans, we walk with them and talk with them, and 
they come to be our intimate friends and companions 
almost as really as those whom we actually see and 
know. Milton inspires us with his grand and lofty 
conceptions of the Almighty, and fills us with awe 
and reverence by the tremendous sweep of his great 
intellect. Shakespeare reveals to us, as in a mirror, 
the sublime heights and fathomless depths to which 
our humanity is capable of going, and defines with in- 
finiti detail and precision every emotion and passion of 
the human heart. Samuel Johnson pours from the 
inexhaustible storehouse of his wonderful mind a 
stream of useful knowledge which widens and deepens 
as it flows, filling us with admiration and enriching us 
in a thousand ways. Wordsworth and Tennyson and 
Longfellow and Whittier inspire us with lofty ambi- 
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tions ; lift us out of our sordid selfishness, minister to 
our esthetic nature, sooth and charm us with their 
songs from ''a harp of a thousand strings" and bring us 
into kinship with the divine and the immortal. We 
learn political wisdom and exalted patriotism from 
Washington and Hamilton and Jefferson and Marshall 
as exemplified during the early days of the nation, 
and from Sumner and Seward and Chase and Lincoln 
and Grant as exemplified during the four bloody years 
of civil war when the nation was on trial for its life. 
Turning to the realm of fiction, Scott and Thackeray 
and Dickens and Hawthorne and Thomas Hardy and 
Irving charm us with their masterly word-painting, 
while Rudyard Kipling with his dramatic force, in- 
tense, sudden power, and hearty, rough soldier fun 
carries us captive at his will. 

Thus I might go on indefinitely to enumerate and 
describe the choice and delightful company of men 
and women with whom we come in close contact 
whenever we enter the public library. Rare society 
this, indeed, and society which all may freely enjoy. 

The public library aids the citizen in the way of 
self-assertion, a very necessary quality of good citizen- 
ship. Knowledge greatly promotes confidence. The 
man who is an intelligent reader of books and papers, 
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acquires the habit of expressing his own opinions, and 
is thus fitted for leadership in the community, while 
the illiterate man is easily made the subservient tool 
and dupe of unscrupulous schemers both in economic 
and political affairs. 

The public library is a conservator of good morals. 
It furnishes a comfortable and inviting place where 
one's evenings and spare hours may be spent in useful 
reading and social converse, and counteracts, in some 
measure at least, the baneful influences of the street 
and the saloon, especially as to our young people, who 
are coming to realize as never before the importance 
of education in all the walks of life. 

The public library is also a conservator of good 
manners. Politeness, forbearance, patience and good 
order are both cultivated and illustrated here in a 
marked degree; each one seeming to feel not only 
that he is in the presence of his neighbors and 
friends, and hence called upon to be on his good be- 
havior, but also, that he is in the almost sacred pres- 
ence of the great and good of all ages. 

The state has already recognized the wisdom of 
public investments in aid of public libraries, and my 
experience in public affairs in Rhode Island — and it 
is not a brief one — is, that amongst the many public 
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burdens which the people are called upon to bear in 
the way of taxation, none are more cheerfully borne 
than those which relate to public education. 

But my time is limited, and I may not dwell 
longer, even though the theme is fascinating, and the 
material abundant. To recur once more to the library 
building: It will stand not only as a monument to 
the noble woman whose name it will bear, but also as 
a monument to the great generosity of the donor. Its 
beautiful granite walls and artistic proportions will 
constantly please the eye and gratify the esthetic taste 
not only of our own citizens, but also of the stranger 
within our gates. Its wide-open doors, its capacious 
rooms, its well-filled alcoves, its works of art and its 
air of taste and refinement will constitute a never- 
failing source of pleasure and profit. It will stand and 
continue to fulfill its benevolent purpose long after all 
of us who this day have witnessed the laying of its 
corner-stone shall have been gathered to our fathers. 
And as succeeding generations shall come and go they 
will continue to bless the memory of him whose 
bounty provided it, — and who evidently believes that 
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The truly generous, is the truly wise ; 

And he who loves not others, lives unblest." 
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ADDRESS 

By the Hon. Thomas B. Stockwell 

Commiuioner of Public Schools for Rhode Island 



Mr. Chairman^ Mr. Sayles^ Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The allusions which have been made by the preced- 
ing speaker to the connection between the state and 
the public libraries would almost seem to render un- 
necessary any remarks by me, but I cannot permit the 
opportunity to go by without using a moment to draw 
your attention to one phase of this subject. There are, 
indeed, fifty free libraries scattered over the state. But 
of this number only seven are owned by the munici- 
palities where they are located and so entitled to be 
called " public " libraries, — that is, libraries maintained 
and governed wholly by the public. Twenty-eight of 
the rest receive more or less aid from the public treas- 
ury, but the people have no voice in their management. 
The remaining fifteen are supported entirely by private 
enterprise, the public having no other connection than 
the free use of the privileges of the library. Out of 
these fifty libraries but twelve abide in homes of their 
own, and of the seven which strictly belong to the 
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public, and for whose proper care and protection the 
public must be held responsible, only one at the pres- 
ent moment occupies its own building. Now, in brief, 
the point is this : It is almost a quarter of a century 
since Hon. Geo. W. Greene of East Greenwich, the 
noted scholar and historian, and at one time a member 
of the House of Representatives in this state, secured 
the passage of the bill providing state aid for free 
public libraries. We have then to-day the results of 
twenty- five years' labor with the library problem. 
What is the situation ? We talk eloquently of the 
connection of the library with the public school ; we 
call it the twin agent in the civilization and develop- 
ment of the community, and yet the figures I have 
given above show how backward the people are in 
giving the library a recognition at all to be compared 
with that granted to the school. No one to-day ques- 
tions the position of the public school. From having 
been a suppliant for favor, occupying a humble place 
in the rear, it has been drawn out of its obscurity and 
placed in the very forefront. The position of the 
people of this city on this subject is attested by the 
fact that the schools are located in the choicest places 
and in the finest buildings. But nowhere, as yet, has 
the library been placed on an equality with the school. 
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It is still a suppliant for favorable recognition. There- 
fore, it is with great pleasure that I come here to-day 
to witness this evidence of your faith in a public 
library and your desire to acknowledge it as a moral 
and educational agency, worthy in every respect to be 
placed side by side with the public school in the work 
of the elevation of humanity. I congratulate the donor 
upon the influence which this deed will exert, not 
only here in this city of Pawtucket, but throughout 
the state. 

I cannot leave this place without testifying, out of 
my own knowledge, to the excellent work which has 
been done in the Pawtucket Library, with its scant 
accommodations and limited means, — a work which 
was conceived, planned and carried through to com- 
pletion by your librarian. Whatever has been done 
you owe mainly to her whom you were providentially 
led to select and place in charge at the beginning of 
the enterprise ; and when the new library is finished 
you cannot find anyone more worthy to be installed 
therein than she who has so long and so well presided 
over its aflfairs. 
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MUSIC 

Anthem. — " Rejoice the heart of thy servant," Southard 

Quartette 
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AT THE 



DEDICATION 



OCTOBER 15, 1902 



AT THREE O'CLOCK 



MUSIC 



s'-A»- f^ta:%,.,.. 



O God, our help in ages past. 
Our hope in years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast. 
And our eternal home, — 

Before the hills in order stood. 
Or earth received her frame. 

From everlasting thou art God, — 
To endless years the same. 

A thousand ages, in thy sight. 

Are like an evening gone ; 
Short as the watch that ends the night. 

Before the rising sun. 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream. 

Bears all its sons away : 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream 

Dies at the opening day. 
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O God, our help in ages past. 

Our hope for years to come. 
Be thou our guard while troubles last. 

And our eternal home ! 

— Isaac H^attSy 1719. 



i 



Double Male Quartette 

of Boston 



/// Tenors 

Thomas £. Johnson 
George J. Parker 

2d Tenors 

James C. Bartlett 
George W. Want 



/// Basses 

George H. Remele 
Arthur B. Hitchcock 

2d Basses 

D. M. Babcock 
Frederick Martin 
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INVOCATION 

By the Rev. Edward C, Moore, D, D. 

Professor of Theology in Harvard University 



Almighty God, Who art Thyself the Light, in knowl- 
edge of Whom standeth our eternal life, we praise Thy 
holy Name. We give Thee thanks that Thou didst 
make us in Thine own image, that we might seek the 
truth. We bless Thee for Thy revelation of Thyself 
to us in all Thy world and in the thoughts and life of 
men. We ask that we may be made wise with Thy 
wisdom and that we may from the heart obey Thy 
commandments. We here do set apart to Thine honor 
and to the service of men this beautiful house which 
Thy servant has builded to the memory of one whom 
both he and this community held dear. For the com- 
pletion of this long-cherished plan, and for this, that 
Thou dost permit Thy servant in measure of health to 
witness in this hour the fulfillment of his hope, O 
Lord, we give Thee thanks. Comfort and uphold him 
in his bereavement and in the suffering which Thou 

(65) 



^ . . ^ V 



THE DEBORAH COOK SAYLES 

lay est on him. Grant that, with the sense of Thy 
favor, he may £nd also the gratitude of those upon 
whom he has conferred this benefit. For the dear 
and sacred memory which is here enshrined, for the 
life, the work and the example of her who was alike 
the centre of that home and the friend and helper of 
this whole community, O God, we give Thee thanks. 
We pray for grace to follow the example of such pure 
devotion to the good of all and to their happiness. 
Grant, we beseech Thee, that in her influence and re- 
membrance not only her own children but also all the 
youth of the city may be blessed. We thank Thee 
that Thou hast put it into the heart of Thy servant to 
build this enduring monument of his affection and, no 
less, the witness of his generous purpose for the good 
of those who have been the companions of his labors 
and successes and for the good of their descendants to 
all time. Vouchsafe, O Lord, that in the beauty and 
the quiet of this place the hearts of all who study may 
be lifted up to Thee. Grant that from this place light 
and guidance may go forth. In it may the true spirit 
both of private virtue and of public service be fostered. 
Through it may citizenship be held more sacred and 
all the interests of this municipality be furthered. 
Give unto Thy servant in these things to see the re- 
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ward of that which he has done, and to reap the bless- 
ing of all who participate in the privilege of this place. 
Grant us, we beseech Thee, that seeking Thee ever- 
more here on earth, we may be joined at last to those 
whom we have loved and lost awhile, and see Thee 
face to face and know as we are known : Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



MUSIC 

Response : The Lord's Prayer .... Gertish 

Double Male Quartette 
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ADDRESS 

By the Presiding Officer, Col. Alonzo E. Pierce 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Library 



Mr. SayleSy Tour Honor Mayor Fitzgerald^ Ladies 
and Gentlemen : 

It is a pleasant privilege to greet you and welcome 
so many of our citizens to these exercises, who by 
their presence give eloquent testimony to their appre- 
ciation of this gift and their gratitude to the giver. 

This is a red-letter day in the history of Pawtucket ; 
and we who are honored by being permitted to as- 
semble here, do so with grateful hearts, as we realize 
that this building is to be ours and our children's for- 
ever. Fine as it is, it is but a fitting setting for an 
institution which, under many and great discourage- 
ments, has exerted a powerful influence for good in 
our community, and which is recognized for its pro- 
gressive spirit wherever it is known. 

The structure itself stands for loyalty and devotion 
to one whose heart was ever alive to the best interests 
of humanity ; it stands an object lesson in its rare 
beauty ; it stands for an intellectual conception of the 
educational interests of our city ; and stands for a gen- 
erosity unsurpassed. 
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ADDRESS 

By the Hon. Frederick William Holls 



When the corner-stone of this building was laid, 
nearly four years ago, it was my privilege to express 
the hopes and wishes, not only of the donor, but, I am 
sure, of as many as were present on that occasion, in 
these words: ''May the building so auspiciously begun 
stand for ages as a symbol of the beauty of holiness, of 
truth, and of learning, and of all that charity and love 
which covereth a multitude of sins and which thinketh 
no evil. May it forever present to all that pass by, 
and to all that enter in, a beautiful appearance, a 
generous and kindly welcome, unbounded comfort and 
good cheer. In the measure that it shall do all this 
will it fitly represent and preserve the memory of the 
pure and lovely soul in whose undying honor it is 
erected." 

In the consummation of this day, and in the finished 
beauty which we behold, we see the ample and boun- 
tiful fulfillment of those wishes. Lacking only that 
highest dignity which comes from age and 
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we stand in the presence of a veritable inspiring sermon 
in stone, — an architectural monument which, as we 
fondly hope, future generations will contemplate with 
a pride and a pleasure equal to our own. It is fitting 
that to-day, when the building is to be transferred to 
its permanent owners — the people of this city, — there 
should be a brief restatement of the ideals which its 
donor intended it to embody and to represent. 

First and foremost, — as is stated on the memorial 
tablet, — this building is an enduring monument to un- 
ending conjugal love and fidelity. It expresses no over- 
weening spirit, and no motive except that of perfect 
simplicity. It is a direct appeal to a feeling which the 
humblest shares with the highest, — the loving memory 
of a happy home, made such by the all-pervading 
blessed influence of a truly Christian wife and mother. 
The lesson of true womanliness is one which for our 
own sake, and for that of succeeding generations, can 
never be emphasized too highly, and she in whose 
memory this library is erected was a living embodi- 
ment of that lesson. Seeking and accepting no satis- 
faction, contentment or praise save through the happi- 
ness, pride and renown of her husband and her children, 
and for that very reason reigning in and governing her 
home as a true queen, — unchallenged, beloved and al- 
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most worshipped, — her character points the way to 
contentment and peace, in these days of nervous unrest 
and of so many misguided aspirations. Few will com- 
pletely fulfill her measure, but all may try, and in so 
doing multiply the blessings of her own example. 

Furthermore, we here behold a monument of truly 
American civic pride and of the noblest and most un- 
conditional confidence in the people. All honor to 
the generosity and public spirit of those • benefactors 
who are endowing colleges, libraries and universities 
all over this country, in cities and towns which they 
have never seen. Their fame is as wide as the good 
which they are doing is incalculable. But no gener- 
osity can ever quite take the place of the spontaneous 
activity of the native citizen, on behalf of the city of 
his birth, his education and his success. To a general 
impulse on behalf of a higher life is thus added the 
element of civic pride, — too rare, alas, in our days of 
frequent movement of populations, but fruitful with 
benefits to the individual as well as to the community. 
What citizen of truly noble impulses can see this in- 
spiring monument without having quickened within 
him at least some desire to help make the city itself a 
fitting and harmonious setting for such a landmark, 
were it only by planting a tree or repairing a sidewalk? 
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Pawtucket can no longer be known or seen without its 
memorial library, — its cynosure for the inhabitant as 
well as for the stranger. Who can doubt that in time 
other embodiments of a similar spirit of patriotism will 
adorn the city and increase the sense of fellowship 
among its people ? I count it a proud and perhaps the 
proudest feature of this gift, that it is not only free, but 
absolute and unconditional. In these days of undeni- 
able stress, of social and political dangers and difficul- 
ties, a note of despair of the Republic can be too often 
detected, not alone in the pathetic complaints of the 
ignorant, but also in the philosophic forecasts of the 
discouraged and disappointed few. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it is a most healthy and cheering spectacle 
to see a representative American of substance and stand- 
ing proclaim the true American doctrine that the 
remedy for the evils of democracy is a little more de- 
mocracy, and showing his faith by his works. It has 
been well said that the age is sick of benevolence, but 
craves fraternity. Behold, here is a monument of fra- 
ternity ! This building is a free gift to the city and to 
all its people, without any distinction whatever, — Re- 
publicans and Democrats, Socialists and Prohibitionists, 
employers and employees, old and young, rich and 
poor ; — every man, woman and child in this city has 
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a property right and should have a direct personal in- 
terest in its welfare. So should it ever be in the rela- 
tions between American freemen, and no doubt the 
donor's heart beats high in the proud faith that Paw- 
tucket will sacredly keep the trust this day solemnly 
declared. 

Thus may this building and the spirit in which it is 
given stand for true American patriotism in action 
rather than in words. It preaches the truth which 
cannot be repeated too often, that the man who lives 
only for himself and his own family is a shirk and a 
bad citizen, unworthy of the great Republic to which 
he belongs. The very outlines and classical style of 
this edifice should remind us of the ancient Republic 
of Athens — the cradle of both beauty and thought — 
of which Pericles could proudly say : " We alone re- 
gard a man who takes no interest in public affairs not 
as a harmless but as a useless character, but if few of 
us are originators we are all sound judges of a policy.'* 
Here, moreover, is the true significance of the public 
library in a commonwealth and the keynote of its suc- 
cessful management. Its central purpose is not accu- 
mulation or specializing, but public service, — its end 
must ever be the upbuilding of righteous citizenship. 

At the beginning of the new century the stupendous 
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changes which have transformed the world in the last 
one hundred years have become not only the theme 
of orators and philosophers but the common-place of 
daily conversation. It needs but scant power of second 
sight to note that the changes before us, commercial, 
intellectual, social, — aye, and perhaps even political, — 
will be greater and more stupendous still, and he who 
to-day would have the temerity to forecast the future 
of this city, this state or this country one hundred years 
hence would fail quite as hopelessly as a contemporary 
of Jefferson and Napoleon would have failed a century 
ago. Yet, amid all these changes, the human heart 
and the human mind remain fundamentally ever the 
same, — swayed by the same emotions, feelings and 
passions, and requiring the same instruction, guidance 
and solace, — the same, only more of it. As the 
struggle for existence becomes more fierce, as the 
problems of daily life grow more complicated and 
oppressive, as the sense of personal inadequateness be- 
comes more acute and painful, the need of a refuge to 
the one great secular fund of relief open to all — the 
accumulated wisdom of the ages — will become more 
and more imperative to each individual soul. *' Give 
me great thoughts,'" said Herder, on his deathbed, 
when he felt that his powers were sinking. To save 
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our minds from being overwhelmed with the annoy- 
ing trifles of the day we must fill them with higher 
and nobler thoughts. Here is a storehouse of just that 
greatest of necessities for the human soul, whence all 
may draw freely and without price. Next to your 
homes, your churches and your schools you have no 
greater blessing, no truer sanctuary. 

Citizens of Pawtucket, you as well as the donor are 
to be congratulated upon this occasion, which does 
pure honor to you all. That you will keep well and 
truly the promises heretofore and this day made by 
your honored representatives is undoubted. Cherish 
this institution for what it commemorates as well as for 
what it may signify to each one of you hereafter. 
Guard it, as you would your firesides from the pesti- 
lence, against the evil influences of strife and dissen- 
sion, whether based upon politics, sectarianism or any 
other cause. So far as may be possible exclude trash 
of every kind from its shelves with a heavy hand, — no 
matter how popular it may be for the moment. In- 
crease its usefulness, not only by liberal grants for 
maintenance and growth, but by setting the example 
of intelligent use, and by encouraging a sense of frater- 
nal ownership in all classes of the community. Thus 
will it become, more and more, a truly memorial 
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blessing to your city, serviceable to humanity and ac- 
ceptable to the God of Light, of Truth and of unend- 
ing Love. 



MUSIC 

Autumn Goring 

Double Male Quartette 



UNVEILING OF TABLET 



By the 
Hon. Frederic Clark Sayles 
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TRANSFER OF DEED 



f By Frederic Clark Sayles, Jr. 



Mr. Mayor : 

I take great pleasure in handing to you this deed 
which conveys my Other's gift to your city. He 
directs me to express his hope that the city of Paw- 
tucket will receive this library as an expression of his 
interest in your municipality and will conduct it with 
a success and a fruitfulness equal to that which he 
desires. 
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I FREDERIC CLARK SAYLES 

OF THE CITY OF PA^PTUCKCT IN THE COUNTY OF PROVIDENCE AND STATE 
OF RHODE ISLAND IN CONSIDERATION OF THE SUM OF ONE DOLLAR TO 
ME PAID BY SAID CITY OF PAWTUCKET A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CRE- 
ATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND THE 
RECEIPT WHEREOF IS HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGED DO HEREBY CIVE BAR- 
GAIN SELL ALIENE CONVEY AND QUITCLAIM TO THE SAID 

CITY OF PAWTUCKET 

A CERTAIN LOT OF LAND SITUATED IN SAID CITY OF PAWTUCKET BEING 
THAT TO ME CONVEYED BY EDWIN DARLING COMMISSIONER BY DEED 
DATED THE FOURTH DAY OF JUNE IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOU- 
SAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY-EIGHT AND RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 
NUMBER NINETY-SEVEN AT PAGE THREE HUNDRED AND TWO IN THE OF- 
FICE OF THE CITY CLERK OF SAID CITY OF PAWTUCKET REFERENCE THERE- 
TO BEING HAD TOGETHER WITH ALL BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS 
THEREON SITUATED TO HAVE AND TO HOLD THE SAME WITH ALL THE 
PRIVILEGES THEREOF AND THERETO APPERTAINING TO THE SAID CITY OF 
PAWTUCKET SO LONG AS THE SAME SHALL BE USED BY THE SAID CITY OF 
PAWTUCKET FOR THE PURPOSES OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY. AND I THE SAID 
FREDERIC CLARK SAYLES FOR MYSELF AND MY HEIRS EXECUTORS AND 
ADMINISTRATORS HEREBY COVENANT TO AND WITH THE SAID CITY OP 
PAWTUCKET THAT I WILL AND THAT THEY SHALL WARRANT AND DEFEND 
THE SAID PREMISES TO THE SAID CITY OF PAWTUCKET SO LONG AS THE 
SAME SHALL BE USED BY SAID CITY FOR THE PURPOSES OF A PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY AGAINST ALL CLAIMS OF ALL PERSONS CLAIMING BY THROUGH OR 
UNDER ME WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL HERETO SET THIS THIRTEENTH 
DAYOFOCTOBER ANNO DOMINI ONETHOUSANDNINEHUNDREDANDTWO 



SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED 
IN PRESENCE OF ^ 



i^Aul^ 



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS COUNTY OF PROVIDENCE CITY OF 
PAWTUCKET. IN SAID CITY OF PATTUCKBT THIS THIRTEENTH DAY OF OCTOBER ANNO DOMINI 
ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND TWO PERSONALLY APPEARED BEFORE ME THE ABOVE- 
NAMED FREDERIC CLARK SATLES PERSONALLY KNOTN TO ME AND KNOWN BY ME TO BH 
THE PERSON WHO SIGNED AND SEALED THE FOREGOING DEED AND ACKNOWLEDGED THE 
rORBCOINC DEED TO BE HIS FREE ACT. WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SE^L HERETO SET 
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If our country is to follow out the career planned 
for it by the founders of this nation and to attain the goal 
prayed for by its patriotic sons, we must, by means of 
the intellectual advancement of the grand mass of the 
people, retain that of liberty which we now possess and 
remedy those evils which tend to impede our progress. 
All that our nation is and all that we desire it to be must 
rest for a foundation upon the intelligence and patriot- 
ism of the majority of the people. It is an old but 
very true saying that a river cannot rise higher than its 
source, nor can a community, as such, be any better 
than a majority of those constituting it. Therefore all 
that tends to the advancement of the individuals of a 
community tends to the advancement of the community 
itself, and that which is of benefit to all is of benefit 
to each individual. This building, with its inspiring 
beauty of design and ennobling simplicity of finish, will 
educate our people to an appreciation of and a desire 
for the truly beautiful. The books, magazines and 
newspapers, herein contained, will bring within the 
reach of every individual the highest and best thoughts 
of the centuries, and afford to those unable to circle 
the globe an idea of what constitutes this world of ours, 
and will inspire them with nobler thoughts and place 
before them true ideals. In possession of this institu- 
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tion, with all that it is and all that it promises. Paw- 
tucket is truly rich and rightly grateful. We, this day, 
receive it, to preserve it and carry out the work for 
which it has been planned. The city accepts the gift, 
and I can without hesitation assure you, Mr. Sayles, that 
this municipality will fulfill the trust which it accepts. 

Our City Council is without doubt aware of the 
fact that our free public library has graduated from 
being a mere collection of books, housed in a hall, in- 
to a full-fledged institution, of which they should be 
and are justly proud. No mere parsimony or mis- 
guided ideas of public economy should interfere with 
the proper demands of this institution. We should 
consider its needs and provide for them, being satisfied 
to leave the management thereof to the gentlemen 
who form the Board of Trustees. 

Again I wish to thank you, Mr. Sayles, in behalf of 
the city government and the citizens of this city of Paw- 
tucket, for your generous and very useful gift, and assure 
you that the trust conferred upon them will be &ith- 
fiiUy fiilfiUed. 

MUSIC 

Loyal Song ..... KUcken 

Double Male Quartette 
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ORATION 

By the Rev. Geo. Harris, D. D., LL. D. 

President of Amherst College 



The dedication of the Deborah Cook Sayles Library 
is an occasion of deepest interest to all the people of 
Pawtucket. Since the corner-stone was laid, three 
years ago, you have watched the building rise, you 
have marked the solidity of structure, the perfection 
of form and proportion, the stately columns, the sculp- 
tured ornamentation, the roof closed in, the interior 
tastefully finished, till, to-day, it stands, a completed 
work of art, the best building in the city, one of the 
finest and most beautiful buildings in the country. 

The size of an edifice is no measure of its stateliness 
and beauty. This library is ample, noble and beauti- 
ful. Solomon's temple, of which we read in the 
Scriptures, was not so large as this temple of knowl- 
edge. The extreme height was one hundred and 
twenty feet, the extreme breadth sixty feet, yet it was 
a magnificent structure, famous in all the countries of 
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the East. Two splendid pillars supported the porch, 
and at the top, where the roof rested on them, the 
pillars burst out in ornamentation of lily work, as though 
the heavy burden were easily and gracefully borne. 

The secret of architecture, says Schopenhauer, is fit- 
ness of support and burden ; no burden without a suffi- 
cient support, no support without suitable burden. 
We do not like to see a tower on a roof, it seems to 
have no sufficient support; it should rest solidly on 
deep foundations. We do not like to see a light, flimsy 
roof resting on enormous pillars, nor slight columns 
sustaining a heavy roof. The eye looks for correspond- 
ence of burden and support. This library fulfills the 
conditions : the columns and walls not too slender nor 
too solid for the roof. In every detail is proportion, 
strength and beauty. 

Most significant of all is the use of this building. 
It is for the people, for all the people, for the intelli- 
gence, cultivation and happiness of the people. The 
beautiful and imposing structures of antiquity, erected 
as memorials to the dead, were simply monuments to 
be admired. There were stately mausoleums, inscribed 
with the virtues and achievements of warriors and 
rulers ; pyramids which were marvels of construction 
and the wonder of all ages ; obelisks, monuments and 
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votive temples ; noble specimens of architectural skill, 
but having no useful purpose, except, to a degree, the 
aesthetic education of the people. There were, indeed, 
libraries, as in Alexandria, containing rolls of manu- 
scripts, chiefly records of dynasties, but only a few 
scholars who could read had access to them, or could 
decipher them. Even libraries were for a learned 
aristocracy. A modern library is an exponent of de- 
mocracy. Its doors are open day and evening. No 
class, no sect, no nationality is debarred. All citizens, 
all the men, women and children, are welcome. It is 
filled with books, magazines and newspapers in the 
language of the people, who, through universal ability 
to read, have access to the intellectual riches loading 
the shelves and tables. For the type of architecture, 
for that which is exterior, we borrow from ancient 
and mediaeval temples and mausoleums. But within, 
those edifices were empty, save a sarcophagus, a tomb, 
a statue. The interior of a modern library is the home 
of all the people, and gives them all something of value 
for education, refinement and enjoyment. 

The greatest diflFerence between the moderns and 
the ancients, indeed, between the people of modern 
and mediaeval times, is ability to read. We are ac- 
customed to say that the distinction between men and 
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animals is language, and that is true. Such sounds 
and signs as animals make to one another cannot be 
called language. Men talk to one another, conveying 
knowledge, expressing feeling, ensuring concerted ac- 
tion. Yet speech confines one to the individual with 
whom one is talking, or, at the most, to a company, a 
small part of the people, listening to the orator or 
teacher. The ear hears songs and epics which mem- 
ory retains with wonderful tenacity. Yet these fade 
and change. Tradition, that which is remembered, is 
untrustworthy and inaccurate. Practically, while men 
could only speak and hear language, the masses were 
in dense ignorance, knew only the narrow world with- 
in the visible horizon, nor that very well, knew noth- 
ing of other people and other lands. It was a great 
advance when writing was invented, when sounds on 
the ear were captured and symbolized in characters 
seen by the eye. Yet copies must be written out by 
hand, and could not be in the possession of the people. 
The invention of printing by which copies could be 
multiplied indefinitely was really the creation of de- 
mocracy. As soon as the art of printing was known, it 
might have been foretold that education would become 
general, that intelligence would prevail, that all parts 
of the globe would be in communication. A volume 
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which issued from the first press seems to us ill-favored 
enough with its coarse paper and clumsy letters, but 
on the title page might have been printed education, 
culture, political and religious freedom ; in a word, in- 
telligent democracy. In some of the cathedrals of 
England you may see a standard upon which a Bible 
was fastened, the chained Bible. There was only one 
copy, written with pen and illustrated by monks. 
Then the people who could read, and they were few, 
must go where the Bible was. Now, the Bible is in 
every home, goes to the people. In ancient times 
deafness was considered a greater calamity than blind- 
ness. The deaf were isolated completely, since there 
was nothing to read ; the blind could hear. So our 
Saviour enumerating his works of mercy in a climacteric 
order speaks first of the blind and almost last of the 
deaf; " the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them." 

Through reading, man knows the world in which 
he lives, other 'countries, nations and generations, 
travels, explorations, history, biography; thoughts of 
good and great men, fiction, tragedy, comedy, poetry, 
religion. One sits alone with book in hand, seeming- 
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ly inactive. He is doing nothing. He does not stir. 
There is no motion, save of the eye moving back and 
forth and of the hand turning the page. He rises and 
walks away outwardly the same as he entered. Noth- 
ing remains that he has done or wrought. Yet the 
inward man has visited other places, has learned some- 
thing to make his work more skillful, has communed 
with noble souls, has gathered inspiration for life. A 
circle of silent readers, inactive, uncommunicative, 
would excite the curiosity of one who did not know 
of thought-transference to visible symbols. Yet they 
are running to and fro all over the earth, up and down 
the ages of history, are holding converse with the good 
and great ; yes, it may be with God himself in the dis- 
closure of his ways and works. Reading is the me- 
dium of imagination. It sets before the mind images 
of scenes, events, achievements, victories, of beauty, of 
goodness, of heroism. One who can read possesses all 
things. The printed page is the open door of imagi- 
nation through which one sees in picture the world of 
human life and is transported to other scenes. We 
teach children, first of all, to read. They are sent to 
school early and must learn to read in order that they 
may learn anything else. The school does this service 
successfully. I do not know how small a fraction of 
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the population of the United States is illiterate, but it is 
very small indeed. Every one who can read holds the 
key of knowledge, intelligence, culture. Ruskin, writ- 
ing about books, which he calls " Kings* Treasuries,*' 
entitled his treatise, ^^ Sesame,** that which opens. It 
has been remarked that there are only two things all edu- 
cated men must know. It cannot be said that all must 
know a certain science, or a certain language, but all 
must know how to read and write. One who reads 
may not know much ; one who does not read cannot 
know much. How limited, how ignorant the man 
who cannot read ! The illiterate, indeed, are unfit to 
exercise the powers of democracy, which without intel- 
ligence is mobocracy. 

A library supplies intellectual need. People are 
there who tell us what we want to know, and they are 
always ready to give us their best. We do not have 
to wait on their convenience; they wait on ours. 
Ruskin speaks of the efforts men make to be in the 
society of the distinguished and prominent, getting only 
a glimpse of the poet or statesman, a chance word 
thrown at us, while there is a society continually open 
of people who will talk to us as long as we like, what- 
ever our rank or occupation ; talk to us in the best 
words they can choose, and with thanks, if we listen to 
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them ; a society as wide as the world, multitudinous as 
the days, the chosen and the mighty of every place and 
time. 

There are two objects in reading. One object is 
information, concerning the natural world, concerning 
the history of men of the past and the doings of men 
of the present. Information is gained through biogra- 
phies, histories, travels, discoveries, scientific treatises, 
magazines, and newspapers. The other object is enjoy- 
ment, the principal object, I think ; enjoyment of the 
highest sort. When we ask what life is for we must 
answer that it is more than success in a bread-winning 
or a lucrative pursuit. The object is the full enjoy- 
ment of which one is capable. If the word enjoyment 
seems too suggestive of the selfishness of pleasurable 
sensations, I am quite willing to substitute the enrich- 
ment, the beauty, the fullness of life. My own pref- 
erence, however, is for enjoyment. A man may find 
enjoyment in his earnings, his wealth, his professional 
success, but a true man should enjoy himself and not 
merely the thing he has wrought which is external to 
himself. True enjoyment, or, if you please, fullness 
and completeness, is in the satisfaction of those powers 
and tastes which can be satisfied only from the open 
sources. A full life demands knowledge of men in 
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their history and achievements, demands literature, art, 
moral and religious ideals. A man, it is often said, 
should be above his pursuit, but above his pursuit is no 
elevated vacuum, and if there were, one could not live in 
it. To be above a pursuit one must be enriched from 
the beauty of the universe, from actual and ideal man 
as reflected in poetry, art and religion. Acquaintance 
with the best literature and art is essential to the enjoy- 
ment and fullness of life. 

Love of reading is a great resource. This should be 
excited in the schools. It is not enough to teach chil- 
dren to read, which is only the smaller part. The 
greater and better part is to create love of reading. 
There is only one way to sharpen appetite for reading, 
and that is to read or to hear read interesting fiction, 
biography, travels, history, poetry. A youth who in 
school has had keen pleasure from half a dozen books 
will be a reader all his life. If now the schools create 
a love of reading, the people should be supplied with 
books, magazines and newspapers. This is done best 
by libraries. There is no better educator than the 
library. There is all the diflference in the world be- 
tween a town without and a town with a library. 
Half a dozen shelves holding a hundred books which 
are read in the hundred homes of a village make the 
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difference between a dull life and an interesting life to 
just so many persons. Still more true is this where, as 
here, there are thousands of books in a beautiful build- 
ing. The public library removes the chief obstacle to 
reading, the expense of books. Few can afford to buy 
and possess books. It would take a good many dollars 
to buy the books that one in a half hour a day would read 
in a year. The scholar must, to a considerable extent, 
have his own books to which he can instantly turn as 
he pursues his studies, yet even he is dependent on pub- 
lic libraries. The best work of scholars is done in the 
Library of the British Museum, the National Library 
at Washington, the great city libraries in Boston and 
New York, and the libraries of colleges and universities. 
It has been well said that the library is the heart of a 
college. Few scholars can afford to own all the books 
they must use. The wealthy man can have his shelves 
filled with handsomely bound volumes, ten or twenty 
square feet of books which he never looks at, to furnish 
a library. For nearly all, the well stored public library 
is a necessity. A book passes from hand to hand. In 
one year a book is read by fifty persons and at the most 
trifling cost, or indeed at no cost at all. Within the 
library itself the same book or periodical in one day is 
read by half a dozen persons. 
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The administration of a library is no less important 
than its contents. A librarian of the Harvard College 
Library a good many years ago said that his idea of a 
library at its best was to have all the books on the 
shelves in their proper places. It disturbed him to see 
vacant places in the alcoves. His successor said that 
his idea of a library at its best was to have as many 
books as possible out, to see vacant places in every al- 
cove, on every shelf. There is nothing a good libra- 
rian likes better than to have a run on his bank. There 
should be as little red-tape as possible. In a minute 
or two the book should be in the hands of the one 
who calls for it. The story is told of a gentleman in 
Paris, who, wishing to be sure of the spelling of a word, 
went into a great library. He had to go from room 
to room, to sign many cards, respecting his residence 
and occupation, to name the particular dictionary 
he wanted, till, finally, at the end of an hour and 
a half, he received a volume including the words from 
A to C, while his word began with M. I am sure 
that the arrangements here are such that the reader 
will not only get his book quickly, but will be aided 
by the librarians in getting books he might not know of. 

There is another use of a library, second only to the 
value of 'books, the artistic use. This building itself 

(93) 



§ If 



THE DEBORAH COOK SAYLES 

promotes that use. Architecture is one of the most, 
if not the most, satisfying expressions of art. Painting is 
a representation on a flat surface of a face or a landscape. 
Sculpture in white marble or in bronze is unlike the 
object represented. Architecture is the thing itself. 
A massive, graceful building is a real magnificent crea- 
tion of beauty. The symbolic figures on the outer 
wall satisfy the aesthetic feeling. They represent the 
progress of man through ancient and mediaeval and 
modern times towards democracy. The artistic instinct 
is universal. Savages love to imitate objects in paint- 
ing on the walls of their dwellings, in carving, in rude 
sculpture of idols, in altars and temples. Grecian 
sculpture expressed and produced the beauty-loving, 
refined Greek. Mediaeval art ministered to the love 
of the beautiful as much as to religious feeling. Al- 
most the only subjects were religious. The painters 
believed to the very depths of their being in that which 
they represented. The Madonna and Infant Christ, 
the Transfiguration, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and As- 
cension, the saints and angels were the great realities. 
The pictures and frescoes were in the churches where 
all saw them. The people had constantly the vision 
of beauty. They had no books, they did not know 
the world, yet practised the simple virtues and saw the 
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ideal of love and beauty which educated them in rev- 
erence and refinement. Modern art depicts the 
human face and scenes of natural beauty, adding so 
much to the treasures of religious art. I said the ar- 
tistic instinct is universal. In the meanest cottage you 
will find pictures on the wall. The poorest tenement 
has a framed sketch and a photograph of the baby. 
How people flock to an exhibition of paintings. A 
group is always standing before the windows of an art 
store. The public library is an excellent place for 
pictures. A tenth part of the income may wisely be 
expended on good pictures and books on art. The 
invention of photography is almost as beneficent as the 
invention of painting. Outline, form, proportion, ex- 
pression and even color are reproduced. Collections of 
photographs are as educative and refining as the best 
literature. I do not hold that the world is to be saved 
by pictures and statuary. Neither is the world to be 
saved by books nor by any single agency. But litera- 
ture and art are agencies of the first rank for education 
and culture. 

So this temple is dedicated to learning, to education, 
to the purest enjoyment of the people of Pawtucket, 
to promote the welfere of the city, to advance the in- 
terests of citizenship in an intelligent democracy, and 
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as a memorial of one, ** whose children rise up and call 
her blessed : her husband also, and he praiseth her. 

" Give her of the fruit of her hands ; and let her 
works praise her in the gates/* 
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America/* English Hymn, Words by Samuel F. Smith 

Double Male Quartette 
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BENEDICTION 

By Rev. Henry F, Kinnerney 

Permtnent Rector of St. Joseph's Church, Ptwtucket. 



In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

Lord, hear our prayer ! And let our cry come 
unto Thee! 

Bless, O Lord God Almighty, this house ; and may 
there be always found in this " Temple of Learning,** 
truth, wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge, 
piety, fear of the Lord, virtue, goodness and patience, 
meekness and humility, the fulness of the law, and 
thanksgiving to God — the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, and may the God of Truth bless and re- 
ward an hundred-fold the generous donor of this 
princely gift. 

And may the sweet spirit of her to whom pure affec- 
tion has reared this monument of everlasting love, rest- 
ing in peace and light, forever hover about it; and 
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may the revered name of that estimable woman, 
Deborah Cook Sayles, to whose memory this magnifi- 
cent Temple has been erected, be held in everlasting 
remembrance by all the inhabitants of this municipality. 
And may this blessing remain forever on this 
Temple, and upon all who shall enter herein to drink 
from this fountain of learning and science. And may 
the Lord bless from Sion all the inhabitants of this city ; 
and may they see the good things of Jerusalem all the 
days of their lives : and may they all come to eternal 
life in Christ Jesus, the Lord. Amen. 
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THE BUILDING 



The Pawtuckct Library building is situated on Sum- 
mer street, between High and North Union streets, a 
location which places it almost exactly at the centre 
of the intellectual, social and business life of the city. 
Within a minute's walk of all the street railway lines, 
Mr. Sayles placed the building on a quiet street, on 
high land, above the noise and confusion of the busy 
city life which is going on almost at its threshold. In 
front it is proposed to have a small park, at the head 
of Maple street, through which the library is approach- 
ed from Main street, the principal business thorough- 
fere of the city. On the east, separating the library 
from the Post Office, is a large open space, and the 
bounds of the lot secure ample protection, light and 
air on the other two sides. The level of Summer 
street is four feet below that of the lot on which the 
building is placed, and the architects took advantage 
of this in their design, giving the building a moet 
commanding position, contributmg much to the fine 
effect of the noble design. 
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The building, designed by Cram, Goodhue & Fergu- 
son, Architects, of Boston, is an example of Greek 
architecture of the purest period. It is built of the 
finest-grained white granite, from the quarries at North 
Jay, Maine. Four massive Ionic columns form a 
portico at the entrance. The main doorway, which 
is an exact copy of that of the Erechtheion at Athens, 
is a notable piece of stone carving. The principal 
feature of the facade, however, is a series of six panels, 
executed in high relief. These panels are about five feet 
wide and seven feet high and are of pure white marble. 
The general scheme was developed by the architects, 
but all credit is due to the sculptor, Lee Laurie of 
New York, a pupil of St. Gaudens, who worked out 
the idea of the architects with skill and originality. 

The desire was to show in the six panels a comprehen- 
sive view of the world's civilization from its beginnings 
in Egypt down to modern times and covering a history 
of the great countries of the world. To do this, that 
is, to express all the varying qualities of Egyptian, He- 
braic, Greek, Roman, Italian, Teutonic, and Anglo- 
Saxon civilization, in forms that should yet harmonize 
with the Greek classic idea of architecture, was a diffi- 
cult task and one of which Mr. Laurie acquitted him- 
self with unusual ability. 
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The panels form a procession across the building. 
The first, beginning at the right, is the Egyptian. Fol- 
lowing this comes a panel devoted to Greece and con- 
taining three figures symbolical of architecture, war, 
and epic poetry. The next panel is a figure of Moses 
bearing the tablets of the Law, and a figure representing 
Roman law and wisdom. On the other side of the 
portico are three panels devoted to Latin, Anglo-Saxon 
and Teutonic civilization. The first, beginning at the 
left, is very properly given to Dante and shows the 
typical figure of early Renaissance led through Inferno 
in the midst of flame and lightning. The central 
panel shows a figure emblematic of British power and 
dominion ; on one side standing King Arthur, repre- 
senting the Arthurian legends ; on the other, Shakes- 
peare. The last panel is representative of Teutonic 
spirit, and shows the great episode in the Nibelungen- 
lied, where Wotan binds Briinhilde in the magic sleep. 

The interior arrangement is noticeably open and 
spacious, the lines and proportions giving an effect 
of roominess which adds much to the charm of the 
building. Abundance of windows give ample daylight. 
The artificial lighting is one of the features of the 
building. The fixtures are an adaptation to modern 
requirements of old Pompeian models, they are in 
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green bronze, and exquisite in their delicacy and 
refinement. 

On entering the library the visitor comes at once 
into a great central delivery hall, flanked on one side 

by the reading-room and on the other by the children's 

• ■ _ 

room. The three apartments are separated only by 
Ionic columns. The reading and children's rooms are 
23 X 53 feet, and the delivery hall is 31 x 31 feet. Be- 
yond the reading-room there is a large reference library- 
room, finished and furnished in mahogany, with the 
carved mouldings in the ceiling, picked out with gold- 
leaf. In this room will be a picture of Mrs. Sayles, 
the gift of Mr. Sayles to the city. There are also, as 
can be seen in the accompanying plans, a librarian's 
room, cataloguing-room, trustees' room, and a steel 
book-stack on the main floor. In the basement are 
the lecture halls and newspaper-room. The center 
hall is adapted to public gatherings of every sort con- 
sistent with the general educational purpose of the 
library. 
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